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Kirkland, John, Paul John

Name (last, first, middle) Preferred name

Bastrop City Council, Place 5 18

Which office are you seeking? # of years in the community
1505 Main Street, Bastrop, TX, 78602
Address City State

John Kirkland for Bastrop

Campaign Website Campaign Facebook

512-784-4468 512-784-4468 jpkirkland@gmail.com

Cell phone Campaign phone Campaign Email

Preferred means of communication: DEmaiI Phone D Mail Text

Why, in your opinion, are you qualified for this office?

With 30 years as an engineer, | solve complex problems with data-driven decision-making. As Acting Mayor Pro Tem (Interim
Mayor), Council Member, and BEDC Board Member, I've worked to expand infrastructure, strengthen economic growth, and
protect trusted leadership. I've fought for ethical governance, no matter the personal cost, to keep Bastrop moving forward.

Please highlight your experiences and accomplishments that you feel have equipped you to serve in an
elected capacity:

I've navigated high-stakes decisions, from hiring our rockstar city manager to ensuring ethical leadership in Bastrop. |
spearheaded road funding increases, championed fairer building codes, and helped advance economic development. My 30-
year engineering career gives me expertise in problem-solving, budgeting, and strategic planning—critical skills for managing a
growing city.

List your involvement with community organizations over the last 24 months:

As a sitting council member, my community involvement is lived out daily in public service. We don’t often participate in non-
council organizations, but | proudly serve as Acting Mayor Pro Tem (Interim Mayor) of Bastrop and as a board member of the
Bastrop Economic Development Corporation.

In my personal life, | am the president of Grace Bible Fellowship’s nonprofit corporation and serve as a Deacon, Band Member,
and Church Announcer at weekly services. I'm also a frequent Master of Ceremonies at the Farm Street Opry—which | love!
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Please rank what you feel are the top 3 campaign issues, explaining your position and why

Preserve Bastrop’s Historic Character

Bastrop is known as the “Most Historic Small Town in Texas”, and protecting that identity is crucial. Our town’s charm, heritage,
and culture make it special, attracting both visitors and businesses. Growth is inevitable, but it must be managed responsibly
to preserve what makes Bastrop unique for future generations.

Protect Strong, Trusted Leadership

Bastrop has the best City Manager in decades, and her leadership has brought stability, efficiency, and trust to city
government. Before she arrived, permit delays lasted months, development was stalled, and city relationships were broken. |
am committed to ensuring stable leadership so we don’t return to past dysfunction.

Advance Smart Economic Growth

Residents want grocery stores, restaurants, retail, and recreational opportunities—and growth must be strategic. Infrastructure
is costly, and small cities must be creative in funding major projects. | focus on public-private partnerships and responsible
budgeting to expand services without overburdening taxpayers, ensuring Bastrop prospers while maintaining its small-town
feel.

Additional comments:

If re-elected, | see an opportunity to serve on the strongest council in years—one that works together peacefully, without ethics
issues, and without the politics of personal destruction. A council focused solely on what’s best for Bastrop. Please give me the
opportunity to continue representing you in this effort.

What are your suggestions to increase voter turnout?

Voter turnout increases when people feel engaged and see the impact of their vote. Encouraging civic participation through
community discussions, local events, and personal outreach helps residents stay informed and motivated. Highlighting how local
elections directly shape roads, public safety, and economic growth can inspire more people to participate in the process.

John Kirkland 3/7/2025

Electronic Signature Date

Send to: Bastrop Chamber of Commerce
927 Main Street
Bastrop, TX 78602
phone: (512) 303-0558 / email: info@bastropchamber.com
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