BASTROP Candidate Questionnaire

VSTES An Initiative of the Bastrop Chamber of Commerce

Harris, Ishmael, H

Name (last, first, middle) Preferred name

43

Ishmael

Mayor
Which office are you seeking? # of years in the community
Bastrop X 78602

613 Rebecca Ln
Address City State Zip

ishmaelharrisformayor.com Ishmael Harris for Mayor of Bastrop

Campaign Website Campaign Facebook

512-980-4519 ishmaelharrisformayor@gmail.com

512-653-2562
Cell phone Campaign phone Campaign Email

Preferred means of communication: EEmaiI @Phone D Mail E Text

Why, in your opinion, are you qualified for this office?

| have strong community ties and a reputation for bringing people together. | served on the Planning and Zoning Commission for
nearly six years including the last year and 1/2 as Chair, where | have led with a calm and trusted presents. After losing in 2019 place
one City Council race, | stayed engaged learning codes and zoning regulations to help support responsible city growth. | remain active
in our community, volunteering at city events, attending meetings, and always willing to listen to residents, At 43 i'll bring the right mix

of experience and energy to balance progress and stability.

Please highlight your experiences and accomplishments that you feel have equipped you to serve in an

elected capacity:

20 yrs working for Austin Water in wastewater, with the last 5 years in bio solids as a Supervisor. Almost 6 yrs on Planning and
Zoning and was elected as Chair serving for the last 1.5 yrs. Ambasador for the City of Bastrop and the Culture exchange with

Evangaline Parish. Coached youth sports in our community.

List your involvement with community organizations over the last 24 months:

Vice -Chair of the Bastrop Juneteenth Celebration, Livestock coordinator for the Bastrop Lighted Christmas parade, Bastrop Mardi
Gras Celebration,
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Please rank what you feel are the top 3 campaign issues, explaining your position and why

.] Citizens and the City Government
| want them to know that they have a voice and will heard.l feel that a certain level of trust has been lost and | aim to bring that back
and build on that. Having more community engagement will allow for me to truly know what the citizens need.

"I We need to tackle our infastructure issues. We have several areas in town thta have streets that need a lot of repair. That is just the
start, | want to work with CAMPO, TXDOT, and Bastrop county to have a solid plan for better traffic flow and to minmze congestion.
With our rapid growth it has and will have an affect on our treatment capabilities. | am here to ensure that our citizens never have to
worry when they flush their toilets or turn on there water.

Quality of life is right there with the first two. We need to make sure that we provide a community that works for us all. Sinlges,
couples, families, disabled and the elderly. We must provide the families with safe and enjoyable places to hang out and bond.
Places where peole can mingle and get to know your neighbor. This doesnt happen without the proper jobs here to help elevate our
community and development to provide us with the ammenities we

Additional comments:

| am dedicated to the city of Bastrop and its citizens. | am not just entering this race as a one time or one year thing, | am in it to help
usCome together as a community so that we can work well with development and build the Bastrop we truly hope for .

What are your suggestions to increase voter turnout?

| believe if we're able to establish more trust in our city government more people will come out and vote , knowing that their opinions
truly do matter and the city officials are willing to hear their voice.

~Sabmadd N Hernis March 19, 2025
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