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	untitled15: I have been an active part of Bastrop ISD community for twenty plus years, as a parent, an educator, a taxpayer, and now as a school board trustee.  I believe this gives me a unique perspective of the district and helps guide each decision I make.  As a former educator, I understand how initiatives that begin in the board room can impact our teachers and our students. I understand policy goals that are driven by data and how they impact our teaching. I understand the anxiety teachers feel and their desire to make sure every child in their classroom succeeds.  As a mother, I understand the expectations of every parent in our district.  The joy they feel when their child succeeds and the pain they feel when their child stumbles.  As a business owner, I understand the skills our students need to succeed no matter which path they choose (academic or trade). And, as a school board member, I understand the determination it takes to provide real solutions for our students.
	untitled16: I earned a bachelor’s degree from Southwest Texas State University in Political Science with a Paralegal Certification and I also earned a Master of Education from Texas State University (same school, different name).  I finished my master’s while working at Emile Elementary as a first-year teacher, assisting my husband with our business, and raising a family.
For the past nine years, I have had the privilege to serve as a school board trustee for Bastrop ISD and currently serve as the secretary. 

	untitled17: As a school board member, most of my involvement in the community revolves around the school district.
 Mentoring students
 Back to School Bashes providing school supplies for students
 Winter Blast providing coats, books, and toys for students
 Judging Science Fairs

	untitled18: Growth –One of the biggest challenges in BISD is growth.  Our student enrollment has increased over the last school year by approximately 5% and we are expected to grow by an additional 2000 students in the next five years. We opened two new elementary schools this school year and they are currently at capacity.  The most recent bond approved two more elementary schools but with the projected growth they may also open at capacity.
	untitled24: 03/16/2024
	untitled19: School Finance - I read a meme once that said “We should fully fund our schools and let other entities collect box tops for their funding.”  Unfortunately, school funding has not kept up with the rising costs of education and box tops are not the answer.   We were very excited at the beginning of last year’s legislative session, with bipartisan support it seemed like the state was ready to invest more in our schools. However, this did not happen and could have impacts as far reaching as teacher retention. 
	untitled20: School Safety, Security, and Discipline – Children learn best in an environment in which they feel safe.  School crisis and emergency training creates a framework for safe and successful schools and our administration, principals, teachers, and staff have undergone extensive training with our very own BISD Officers.  There is always room for improvement, and we must stay up to date with cutting edge technology that will contribute to our students’ safety.
Discipline is not just suspensions or other interventions that pull students out of class for extended periods of time.  Discipline must also include teaching our students to take responsibility for their actions, the difference between appropriate and inappropriate behaviors, and habits which include self-control.
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	untitled22: I have seen some programs that teach students about budgets and real-world finances.  However, we do not teach our students how their vote can impact their budget and future income through taxes and other policies.  We need to spend more time teaching that their vote counts.  This can really be seen on the local level where just a few votes can win an election.
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